The title compound can be synthesised in accordance to a published procedure [1] . Re-crystallization from hexane gave colorless crystals suitable for X-ray crystal structure analysis.
Source of material
The title compound can be synthesised in accordance to a published procedure [1] . Re-crystallization from hexane gave colorless crystals suitable for X-ray crystal structure analysis. Discussion Recendy, we described the preparation of sterically demanding aminopyridinato ligands by the introduction of 2,6-alkylphenyl substituents at the amido nitrogen atom and in the 6-position of the pyridine ring [1] . Deprotonation of this bulky ligands and salt metathesis reactions with lanthanide halogenides lead to di-and trivalent lanthanide complexes [2] . The title compound is a new member of this type of ligands. The amino Η atom lies almost in plane of the pyridine ring with a deviation of only 0.0068 A. The amino Η atoms form strong intermolecular hydrogen bonds with the adjacent pyridine Ν atoms (<f(HlN-Npyridine) = 2.172 A). These intermolecular hydrogen bonds form a dimeric structure in the solid state. The twisted arrangement of the bulky phenyl substituents to the pyridine ring underlines these intermolecular hydrogen-bonding interactions and the dihedral angles are 98.9° and 99.8°. Both phenyl substituents are slightly twisted, forming a dihedral angle of 6.5°.
Experimental details
All non-hydrogen atoms were refined with anisotropic displacement parameters. The hydrogen atoms except H13A -H13C and H22A -H22C were refined with isotropic displacement parameters. The atoms H13A -H22C are in calculated positions and were refined applying the riding model with fixed Ujso values. These hydrogen atoms belong to disordered methyl groups. 
